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Summary 
 
This chapter provides an overview of the field of population geography. Population 
geography is a subfield of the discipline of geography and a subfield of the discipline of 
demography. Population geography addresses the spatial distribution, characteristics, 
and spatial variation of the population. The importance of a spatial perspective for 
demographic research has received considerable attention over the past few decades. 
Population geography addresses demographic issues and population processes in an 
explicitly spatial manner, with a focus on the connection between people and places. 
Spatial demography refers to the formal methods used to make these links. Geographic 
concepts and spatial thinking are described, with particular attention given to the 
concept of scale.  
 
The chapter reviews the intellectual heritage of population geography and explains the 
contemporary correspondence between population geography and spatial demography. 
Conceptions of space and place in population geography are quite sophisticated, and 
recent advancements in spatial analysis have been enabled by geographic information 
systems, software development, and the availability of spatially explicit data (geocoded) 
sources. A host of methods of population geography are detailed, giving particular 
attention to the recent development of local, as opposed to global, measures of spatial 
analysis. Methods are reviewed for the study of geographic distribution, population 
movement, and spatial analysis.  
 
Traditionally, population geographers addressed the three components of population 
change – fertility, mortality, and migration, only. However, contemporary population 
geography is more thematic and theoretically sophisticated. Various recent contributions 
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to population geography are reviewed and serve as exemplars of the themes of study. 
Life course studies, intergenerational proximity and mobility, and gendered migration 
are discussed. By embracing theoretical and future challenges, population geography is 
poised to make important contributions to our understanding of people and places. 
  
1. Introduction 

September, 2004 marked the 150th anniversary of John Snow and the infamous water 
pump handle. On August 31, 1854, there was a recurrent epidemic of cholera in 
London, England. Suspecting that cholera was a waterborne contagious disease, Snow 
mapped the distribution of cholera deaths surrounding the Broad Street pump which he 
suspected as the source of the disease. Snow (1849) reviewed death records of area 
residents who died from cholera and interviewed household members. He determined 
that most of the people having died from cholera lived near and had drunk water from 
the pump. Snow presented his findings to community leaders and the pump handle was 
removed on September 8, 1854, preventing additional cholera deaths. Often Snow is 
heralded as a legendary figure in epidemiology because he provided one of the earliest 
examples of using epidemiologic methods to study factors affecting the health and 
illness of populations. His study advanced preventative action in the interest of public 
health. Snow is also heralded as a legendary figure in population geography for he 
provides one of the earliest examples of the power of the map to reveal spatial 
relationships and demographic processes.  

Other early scientists used similar methods of mapping spatial distributions to examine 
demographic phenomena. Mayhew (1861) mapped the incidence of crime in London 
along with urbanization, poverty and disease. In the late 1880s, Charles Booth (1902) 
was one of the initial scientists to map social and spatial distance based on his personal 
observations of neighborhood differences in London. At the same time, Florence Kelley 
conducted a similar study by mapping poverty in the slums of Chicago.  From her field 
research Kelley learned that frequently several families were sharing the same housing 
unit. Kelley was amongst the first to use cartograms to represent family density in 
housing (CSISS, 2008). As these studies indicate, maps have enormous analytical 
potential. Traditionally, maps have served a valuable role in understanding demographic 
characteristics and events. Maps represent the geographic epistemology – thinking 
spatially. These scientists were pioneers of population geography and spatial 
demography. 
 
Population geography addresses the spatial distribution, characteristics, and variation of 
the population. Often, the terms population geography and spatial demography are used 
interchangeably. More specifically, however, population geography is a sub-disciplinary 
field of geographic research that addresses demographic issues and population processes 
in an explicitly spatial manner, with a focus on the connection between people and 
places. Spatial demography, while similar to population geography, is the term usually 
used to refer to the formal empirical methods used to make these connections between 
people and places. The importance of a spatial perspective for demographic research has 
received considerable attention over the past few decades. Geographers were amongst 
the first, but not the only population scientists, to embrace the importance of spatial 
thinking. Today, population geography is a subfield of the discipline of Geography. It is 
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also a subfield of Demography.  
 
This chapter provides an overview of population geography. Section two describes 
important geographic concepts and spatial thinking, particularly the concept of scale. It 
then reviews the intellectual heritage of population geography. Population geography is 
comprised of both a field of study and methods of inquiry. The chapter then addresses 
the contemporary correspondence between population geography and spatial 
demography. The significant role of Geographic Information Systems is discussed, and 
special attention is given to demographic processes and their spatial context. Section 
three describes the methods of population geography. Population geographers embrace 
sophisticated conception of space and place. Particular attention is given to the recent 
development of local, as opposed to global, measures of spatial association. Substantive 
areas of research in population geography are reviewed in Section four. Traditionally, 
population geographers have addressed the three components of population change – 
fertility, mortality, and migration. Contemporary population geography has become 
more thematic and theoretically sophisticated. This section reviews exemplars of recent 
themes in population geography. Section five concludes with an assessment of 
theoretical challenges and future directions where population geography is poised to 
make important contributions. Some issues also related to the geographic/spatial aspects 
of population are addressed in other chapters in this volume. Small area demography is 
addressed in Chapter 11 on applied demography, multi-regional population projection is 
addressed in chapter 16 on multistate demography, and population projection by 
countries and geographical regions of the world is addressed in chapter 22.  
 
2. Population Geography and Contemporary Spatial Demography 
 
There are three primary themes within a geographic perspective: spatial variation, 
human-environment interaction, and place-based populations. Geographers are 
interested in spatial variation, aiming to understand how and why things differ from 
place to place across the landscape. Geographers are interested in understanding how 
spatial patterns evolve over time. Central to the study of Geography is the interaction 
between humans and the environment, both the impact of the physical environment on 
society and the ways in which people adapt and change their natural environment over 
time. The third theme considers the well-being of place-based populations and the 
characteristics of places and regions. Population geography brings all three of these 
themes to the comprehensive study of people and places.  
 
2.1. Geographic Concepts and Spatial Thinking 
 
Location is the most basic geographic concept– where is a place? Yet, even this is a 
difficult question to answer in the absence of other aspects of spatial thinking.  Two of 
the most fundamental geographic concepts are site and situation. Site refers to the 
characteristic features of a place, whereas situation refers to the way in which a place is 
connected to other places either by natural processes or by human processes, such as 
transportation or communication. A geographer’s fundamental assessment of the site 
and situation of a place is a much more sophisticated conception than one which depicts 
a place as merely a bounded area. For population geographers place is a complex term 
that invokes numerous dimensions of spatial thinking, including such concepts as 
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analog, association, aura, accessibility, comparison, condition, connection, diffusion, 
distance decay, distribution, exceptions, gradient, hierarchy, influence, interaction, 
mobility, pattern, proximity, region, relationships and of course, scale – from the global 
to the local (Gershmel, 2008). Tobler (1970) states that the first law of geography is that 
everything is related to everything else, but near things are more related than distant 
things. 
 
Typically population geographers ask questions that connect demographic phenomenon 
over time and space. People and places are intricately interwoven, both spatially and 
temporally. It is common for population geographers to ask how places are similar or 
different.  How does one place compare with another or with the nation or the world? 
How does an attribute affect the surrounding area? Are there regional variations in 
demographic phenomena? What is the nature of transitions between places? Are 
gradients gradual or abrupt?  Are there spatial patterns such as imbalances, clustering, 
and distinctive patterns or is the phenomenon random in occurrence? Is there evidence 
of spatial associations or correlations? Are there places or locations that serve as 
exceptions to the rule or aberrations from typical places? And how do things spread 
through time across space? What avenues or barriers hinder or enhance diffusion? These 
are a few of the questions posed by population geographers thinking spatially 
(Gershmel, 2008). Understanding spatial variation in demographic phenomena is at the 
heart of population geography. 
 
Population geographers have a heightened appreciation for the significance of scale. 
The scale of analysis determines geographic representation. It is seldom a question of 
which scale is right, rather which scale is appropriate. The important issue is to what 
extent the scale of analysis conditions the findings of a study. Some studies are best 
undertaken with a global perspective, such as those related to global climate, 
pandemics, and human rights. Others are distinctly the concerns of families and 
households, such a completed fertility. Spatial aggregation increases as the scale of 
analysis moves along the geographic hierarchy from people, to households, 
neighborhoods, cities, regions, nations, international associations and the global context. 
As well, there are numerous units of analysis that do not fit neatly into a geographic 
hierarchy as I have outlined. Stakeholders, congregations of people, unions of nations, 
are just a few examples of groups that transcend traditional scales. 
  
The uncertainty associated with spatial aggregation is known formally as the modifiable 
area unit problem (MAUP). First described by Openshaw (1984), the areal units used in 
many geographical studies are arbitrary, modifiable, and subject to the caprice of the 
researcher conducting the aggregation. Researchers take a variety of approaches to 
contend with the modifiable area unit problem. Some studies conduct the same analysis 
at different levels of spatial aggregation to assess the relative sensitivity of their 
findings. Others intentionally jump scales to produce alternative knowledge. In 
population geography, as with other spatial sciences, the modifiable area unit problem is 
intertwined with the practical challenge of integrating data across geographic scales.  
 
2.2. The Making of Population Geography 
 
Population geography owes its formal beginnings as a sub-discipline of Geography to 
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the Presidential address given by Glen Trewartha at the annual meeting of the 
Association of American Geographers in 1953. At the time, Geography was divided into 
two areas, generally: Physical Geography and Cultural Geography. In his address, 
Trewartha presented an organizational triade for Geography comprised of population, 
the natural earth and the cultural earth. In more contemporary terminology this triade 
includes people, the physical environment, and the cultural environment. He placed the 
natural and cultural environments at the base and population at the top (Figure 1). 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Trewartha’s depiction of Population as the apex of the field of Geography. 
 
Trewartha was a physical geographer and a climatologist. Trewartha was making the 
call for an anthropomorphic view of the geographical sciences. Population was what 
made the physical and cultural studies important. He was encouraging the scientific 
study of populations, particularly as they relate to the physical environment. In 
Trewartha’s words, “Population is the point of reference from which all other elements 
are observed and from which they all, singly and collectively, derive significance and 
meaning. It is population which furnishes the focus.” (Trewartha, 1953: 83).  
 
In geographical texts it is commonplace to give Trewartha recognition as the one who 
initiated population geography (although it has not come to be the pinnacle of the 
discipline of Geography as Trewartha proposed). Trewartha made an impact on the 
discipline of geography, but he was not alone in working to establish population as a 
scientific field of study. The classic and the most influential book on demography “The 
Study of Population: An Inventory and Appraisal” by Hauser and Duncan (1959) 
includes a chapter titled Geography and Demography. Clearly, population geography is 
a typical interdisciplinary field of these two scientific disciplines.  
 
Weeks (2004) is one of the few scholars to explain the larger context of Trewartha’s 
address. Trewartha was at the University of Wisconsin which was, and still is, a vibrant 
environment for population studies. The call for the scientific study of population was 
being heralded throughout the academy. Moreover, the call was being heard! The 
Population Council, now a leading voice in policy-oriented research, was established by 
the Rockefellers at this time. As well, the International Union for the Scientific Study of 
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Population (IUSSP) was working with the United Nations to plan for the World 
Population Conference that was subsequently held in Rome in 1954.  
 
Throughout the 1960s and 1970s population geography blossomed and, in a sense, came 
of age in the 1980s by which time it had become dominated by spatial analysis and 
quantitative methods. It was a sizeable sub-field of Geography whose domain was the 
scientific study of population. Notable in this development was the work of Wilbur 
Zelinsky. In his 1966 text A Prologue to Population Geography, Zelinsky distinguished 
the population geographer from the demographer in the following manner. He depicted 
the demographer as being “concerned with the intrinsic nature, the universal attributes, 
of populations, with the systematic principles governing their composition, 
socioeconomic correlates, behavior, and changes: the spatial is incidental to this 
purpose.” In contrast, he described population geography as the “science that deals with 
the ways in which the geographic character of places is formed by, and in turn reacts 
upon, a set of population phenomena that vary within it through both space and time as 
they follow their own behavioral laws, interacting one with another and with numerous 
non-demographic phenomena.” (Zelinsky, 1966:3).   
 
The scientific study of population influenced other areas of Geography as well during 
the 1970s. The sub-field of medical geography (akin to spatial epidemiology) was 
established during the late 1970s. Melinda Mead’s 1977 article in The Geographical 
Review titled “Medical Geography as Human Ecology: The Dimension of Population 
Movement,” is frequently cited as the cornerstone of establishing medical geography as 
a sub-field in Geography. Interestingly, in this paper she includes a diagram that is 
essentially the same as Trewartha’s triade, yet it focuses on health as the outcome of the 
dynamic interactions between the three dimensions of population, environment and 
culture. As well, the scientific study of population became a core concern of the sub-
field of economic geography and the field of regional science. It was Hägerstrand who 
integrated people into regional science.  Hägerstrand asserted that time and space were 
not independent of each other. His contribution was as eloquent as it was influential. His 
research focused on innovation diffusion as he studied the spread of new technologies. 
People and their ideas move together. Prior to his writings, regional science and 
population geography did acknowledge the importance of both space and time but 
tended towards keeping them separate analytically. Hägerstrand’s work was 
overwhelmingly influential in Geography and Regional Science because his work 
situated people in time and space. Situating people in time and place is at the core of 
contemporary population geography.  
 
 
- 
- 
- 
 

 
TO ACCESS ALL THE 34 PAGES OF THIS CHAPTER,  
Visit: http://www.eolss.net/Eolss-sampleAllChapter.aspx 

 
 

https://www.eolss.net/ebooklib/sc_cart.aspx?File=E6-147-19-00


UNESCO – 
EOLS

S

SAMPLE
 C

HAPTERS

DEMOGRAPHY - Vol . II - Population Geography - Suzanne Davies Withers 
 
 

©Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS) 

Bibliography 
 
Anselin, L. (1988). Spatial econometrics: methods and models. Dordrecht; Boston, Kluwer Academic 
Publishers. [Classic text on spatial economics] 

Anselin L. (1995). Local Indicators of Spatial Association - Lisa. Geographical Analysis 27(2), 93-115. 
[An introduction to the method of local indications for spatial association]. 

Anselin L. (2003). Spatial Externalities. International Regional Science Review. 26(2), 147-52. 
[Describes the complexities of incorporating spatial externalities in modeling] 

Bailey A. (2005). Making Population Geography. New York: Oxford University Press. [Reviews the 
development of population geography in relation to larger disciplinary shifts] 

Booth C. (1902). Life and Labour of the People in London (17 Volumes). London: Macmillan and Co. 
[Provides an example of early demographic study using maps and spatial distributions] 

Boyle P. (2002). Population geography: transnational women on the move. Progress in Human 
Geography 26, 531-543. [Provides an assessment of the state of the field of population geography with 
emphasis on transnational women] 

Boyle P. (2003). Population geography: does geography matter in fertility research? Progress in Human 
Geography 27, 615-626. [Reviews fertility research conducted within population geography] 

Boyle P. (2004). Population geography: migration and inequalities in mortality and morbidity. Progress 
in Human Geography 28, 767-776. [Reviews mortality research conducted within population geography] 

Clark W.A.V. (2005). Intervening in the residential mobility process: Neighborhood outcomes for low-
income populations. The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 102, 15307-15312. [Assesses 
the merits of the federal residential mobility program for low-income households] 

Cliff A.D. and Ord J.K. (1973). Spatial Autocorrelation. New York. Methuen. [A classic text on spatial 
autocorrelation issues and processes]   

CSISS. (2008). Classics in Demography. Center for Spatially Integrated Social Sciences.  
http://csiss.ncgia.ucsb.edu/GISPopSci/resources/classics/ [This website provides information on the 
CSISS program]. 

de Castro M.C. (2007). Spatial Demography: An Opportunity to Improve Policy Making at Diverse 
Decision Levels. Population Research and Policy Review 26, 1573-7829. [Reviews papers using spatial 
analysis to study fertility, mortality, and population policy] 

Ellis J.M. and Wright R. (2005). Assimilation and differences between the settlement patterns of 
individual immigrants and immigrant households. The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
102, 15325-15330. [Innovative measurement of the distribution of immigrants at the household level] 

Entwisle B. (2007). Putting People into Place. Demography 44, 687-703. [A call for more theoretical 
development of the causal role of space in local area studies] 

Fearon D. (2005). Spatial Population Bibliography Report. Center for Spatially Integrated Social 
Sciences. University of California, Santa Barbara. [Provides statistics on disciplines and methods of 
recently published spatial demography papers] 

Forest B. (2005). The changing demographic, legal, and technological context of political representation. 
The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 102, 15331-15336. [Outlines demographic 
challenges for political representation] 

Fotheringham A.S., Brunsdon C. and Charlton M.E. (2000). Quantitative Geography: Perspectives on 
Spatial Data Analysis. London: Sage Publications. [An important text for introductory spatial quantitative 
methods] 



UNESCO – 
EOLS

S

SAMPLE
 C

HAPTERS

DEMOGRAPHY - Vol . II - Population Geography - Suzanne Davies Withers 
 
 

©Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS) 

Fotheringham A.S., Brunsdon, C. and Charlton, M.E. (2002). Geographically Weighted Regression: The 
Analysis of Spatially Varying Relationships. Chichester: Wiley. [Introduces geographically weighted 
regression] 

Gaile G.L. and Willmott C.J. (eds.). (1984). Spatial Statistics and Models. Dordrecht: D. Reidel 
Publishing Company. [A collection of spatial methods representative of the 1980s] 

Gersmehl P. (2008). Teaching Geography, 2nd Edition. New York: Guilford Publishing. [A primer on the 
geographic perspective] 

Getis A. and Ord K. J. (1996). Local spatial statistics: an overview. in Longley P. and Batty M. 

eds. Spatial analysis: modelling in a GIS environment. New York: Cambridge, 261-277. [A good 
introductory article for understanding local spatial statistics] 

Goodchild M.F. and Jannell D.G. (2004). Spatially Integrated Social Science. New York: New York. 
Oxford University Press. [An overiew of spatially integrated social science by founders of the center at 
Santa Barbara] 

Hagerstrand T. (1970). What about people in regional science? Papers of the Regional Science 
Association 24, 7-21. [Classic article on the analytical integration of time and space in regional science] 

Hanson S. (2005). Perspectives on the geographic stability and mobility of people in cities. The 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 102, 15301-15306. [Emphasizes stability in geographic 
population studies] 

Hauser P.M. and Duncan O.D. (1959) The Study of Population: An Inventory and Appraisal. The 
University of Chicago Press, Chicago. [Presenting a classic and systematic introduction of the primary 
fields of population studies] 

Hoover E.M. and Giarratani, F. (1984). An Introduction to Regional Economics (3rd edition). New York: 
Alfred Knopf. [Classic text introducing concentration index] 

Hugo G. (2006). Population Geography. Progress in Human Geography 30: 513-523. [Review of state of 
the art of population geography] 

Hugo G. (2007). Population Geography. Progress in Human Geography 31: 77-88. [Review of state of 
the art of population geography] 

Matthews S. (2004). Population Research Institute at The Pennsylvania State University. 
http://www.csiss.org/GISPopSci/ [Reference source for classics in spatial demography] 

Mayhew H. (1861). London Labour and the London Poor, Volumes 1-4. [Early example of mapping and 
demographic study] 

Meade M. (1977). Medical Geography as Human Ecology: The Dimension of Population Movement. The 
Geographical Review 67(4), 379-393.[Foundation article suggests medical-geography as a subfield] 

National Academies Press. (2006). Learning to think spatially: GIS as a support system in the K-12 
curriculum. Washington, D.C., National Academies Press. [Ideas from Panel of experts on spatial 
education] 

Newbold K.B. (2007). Six Billion Plus. World Population in the Twenty-First Century. Second Edition. 
New York: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. [Providing an overview of thematic population issues in 
21st Century] 

Openshaw S. (1984). The Modifiable Areal Unit Problem. Norwich: Geo Books. [Classic text on MAUP] 

Plane D.A. (1987). The geographic components of change in a migration system. Geographical Analysis 
19: 283-299. [Provide details on geographic component methods] 



UNESCO – 
EOLS

S

SAMPLE
 C

HAPTERS

DEMOGRAPHY - Vol . II - Population Geography - Suzanne Davies Withers 
 
 

©Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS) 

Plane D.A., Henrie C.J.  and Perry M.J. (2005). Migration up and down the urban hierarchy and across 
the life course. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America 102(43), 
15313-15318. [Providing a life-course study of mobility across space] 

Plane D.A. and Rogerson P.A. (1994). The Geographical Analysis of Population with Applications to 
Planning and Business. New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. [Important collection of methods in 
geographic population analysis] 

Ravenstein, E.G. (1985). The laws of migration. Journal of the Royal Statistical Society 48,167-227. 
[Classical account of six laws of migration] 

Raudenbush S.W. and Bryk A.S. (2002). Hierarchical Linear Models: Applications and Data Analysis 
Methods. (2nd Ed). Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications. [Advanced text on hierarchical linear models] 

Rogerson PA and Kim D. (2005). Population distribution and redistribution of the baby-boom cohort in 
the United States: Recent trends and implications. The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
102, 15319-15324. [Traces the population movements of the babyboom over time] 

Shryock H.S. (1964). The effectiveness of migration. In Population Mobility within the United States. 
Chicago: University of Chicago, Community and Family Study Center, 289-294. [Classic text on 
migration effectiveness] 

Snow J. (1849). On the Mode of Communication of Cholera, London. [An early account of mapping and 
demographic analysis] 

Sweeney S. (2002). Enabling Spatial Demography: Concepts, Tools and Resources. University of 
Madison, Wisconsin. [Explains the spatial turn in the social sciences] 

Thornthwaite C.W. (1934). Internal Migration in the United States. Philadelphia, PA: University of 
Pennsylvania Press. [Classic text is for measuring migration] 

Tiefelsdorf M., Seliac M., Bhattacharji S., Friedman G.M. and Neugebauer H.J. (eds.) (2000). Modelling 
Spatial Processes: The Identification and Analysis of Spatial Relationships in Regression Residuals by 
Means of Moran’s I. Berlin: Springer. [Provides a sophisticated overview of spatial models] 

Tobler, W. (1970). A computer movie simulating urban growth in the Detroit region. Economic 
Geography, 46(2), 234-240. [Classic article contains first law of geography] 

Trewartha, G.T. (1953). A Case for Population Geography. Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers 43 (2), 71-97. [Presidential address on population geography to the Association of 
American Geographers] 

VanWey L.K., Rindfuss R.R., Gutmann M.P., Entwisle B. and Balk D.L. (2005). Confidentiality and 
spatially explicit data: concerns and challenges. The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
102, 15337-15342. [Reviews the tensions between data access and privacy] 

Voss P.R., Curtis White K.J. and Hammer R.B. (2004). The (Re-)Emergence of Spatial Demography. 
CDE Working Paper No. 2004-04. Center for Demography and Ecology. University of Wisconsin- 
Madison. [Provides an overview of spatial demography in Sociology] 

Wachter K.W. (2005). Spatial demography. Proceedings of The National Academy of Sciences of The 
United States of America 102, 15299-15300. [Editorial introduction to special issue] 

Warntz W. (1964). A new map of the surface of population potentials for the U.S.1960. Geographical 
Review 54, 170-184. [Classic article for measuring population potentials] 

Weeks J.R. (2004).What did he know, and when did he know it? Putting Glenn Trewartha's call for 
population geography into historical perspective.  Forum: fifty years since Trewartha. Population, Space 
and Place 10 (4), 279-283.[Provides the historical context of Trewartha’s presidential address] 



UNESCO – 
EOLS

S

SAMPLE
 C

HAPTERS

DEMOGRAPHY - Vol . II - Population Geography - Suzanne Davies Withers 
 
 

©Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS) 

Weeks, J. (2004). The role of spatial analysis in demographic reseach. Chapter 19 in Goodchild M.F. and 
Janelle D.G. [Editors]. Spatially Integrated Social Science. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 
[Describes contribution of spatial analysis for demographic study] 

Westert G.P. and Verhoeff R.N. (1997). Places and People: Multilevel Modelling in Geographical 
Research. Utrecht: The Royal Dutch Geographical Society. [A mid-level text on multilevel modelling] 

Wilbur G.W. (1963). Migration expectancy in the United States. Journal of the American Statistical 
Association 58, 444-453.  [A classic article on migration expectancies] 

Wright J.K. (1936). A Method of Mapping Densities of Population: With Cape Cod as an Example, 
Geographical Review 26,103-110. [An early example of mapping in demographic research] 

Wright R.A.  and Knight P.L. (1988). Dynamic Shift-share Analysis, Growth and Change 19, 1-10. 
[Providing a dynamic application of the shift-share method]  

Zelinsky W. (1966). A Prologue to Population Geography. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall. [A 
classic text in population geography] 
 
Biographical Sketch 
 
Suzanne Davies Withers is an associate professor in the Department of Geography at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, Washington, USA. She is an affiliate faculty member of the Center for Studies of 
Demography and Ecology (CSDE) and the Center for Statistics in the Social Sciences (CSSS) at UW. She 
received her doctorate from the Geography Department at the University of California, Los Angeles in 
1992. Her research interests include life-course studies of residential mobility and migration, family 
migration and labor-force participation in the United States, urban housing, event-history analysis and 
longitudinal research methods, spatial analysis and spatial demography. She has published her research in 
various geographic and population journals such as Population, Space and Place; Geographic Analysis; 
Progress in Human Geography; Environment and Planning A; Urban Geography; The International 
Encyclopedia of Human Geography, and Demographic Research. She is the coeditor of the book 
Migration and Restructuring. Her current research examines the intersection of family migration, spatial 
variations in housing costs and labor-force participation of dual-earner households. She also studies 
intergenerational spatial proximity and mobility over the life course, including the transition to adulthood. 
Prof. Withers currently serves as the President of the Population Specialty Group of the Association of 
American Geographers. 

 

 


